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People sometimes ask, “What is Landmark Heritage Trust?” It is a conservation land
trust that is empowered by state and federal law to own land and to hold conservation
easements on land that is permanently protected from development. On an on-going
basis we talk to land owners about their options for permanently protecting their
property from development.
Another question is, “What does the LHT Board do?” Outside of negotiating new
conservation easements with landowners, the most important thing that we do is to
visit and monitor on a yearly basis the properties on which we hold easements. To
ensure consistency of operations and our work, we improve our policies and
procedures to Land Trust Alliance standards. In addition, we regularly train new
board members in land trust management. Our board meets monthly.
“How does LHT manage its work?” We depend on volunteers who staff our activities
and manage our operations. Expenses and all or our work are supported by
membership dues and our annual appeal. As a non-profit corporation, Landmark
Heritage Trust accepts contributions that are tax deductible according to IRS
guidelines.
A last question may be, “Why?” Our goal is to preserve exceptional properties for the
future. All LHT members and supporters should feel a sense of pride and
accomplishment for holdings of our land trust because those properties will be there
for your enjoyment and use for years to come. We appreciate your support.
Tony DeFeo
President

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MONROE COMMUNITY TRAILS AND BRIDGES PROJECT:
Photo on the right shows the approximate location of the second of
two stream crossings that must be crossed via soon-to-constructed
bridges on the way to the beaver pond, which is further upstream
and still out of sight in the background. The Elementary School is
well off to the right.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Landmark Heritage Trust is a nonprofit corporation available to work in Carmel, Etna, Dixmont, Hampden, Hermon, Monroe, Newburgh, and Winterport to protect open space and the
area’s agricultural, scenic, historical, and recreational resources. We encourage conservation of natural resources by fostering environmental awareness through education and
preservation of open space through conservation easements, donations of land and other resources. Landmark Heritage Trust is open to everyone. We are always looking for new
members, especially people interested in helping by volunteering their time and expertise. All are welcome to attend our meetings to learn more about this local land trust.
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Prior to the signing of the agreement with
Hampden, the Board of Directors of
Landmark Heritage Trust conducted an
audit of the property, documenting
conditions and taking pictures of boundary
lines and other features for a portfolio of
information about the property.

A misty view south of the Penobscot

Easement at Turtle
Head Marina in Hampden
Added to Landmark
Heritage Trust Holdings
On July -- of 2014, Landmark Heritage
Trust entered into an agreement with the
Town of Hampden to protect 8.49 acres
with approximately 4,098 feet of
undeveloped shoreline along Sucker
Brook, Turtle Cove and the Penobscot
River. The town is developing it into a
recreational area and has built a parking
area for boaters and visitor and several
walking trails. It is a natural area suitable
primarily for recreation and has a pebble
beach with a southern view of the
Penobscot River. The goal of the town is
to build more walking trails, a canoe and
kayak launch, picnic tables and restrooms.
The south end will remain primarily
natural. Of added interest to the site is its
historic nature based in the logging days of
the 1800’s. Visitors will find remnants of
old foundations and cribbing along the
river.

The Town of Hampden has the
responsibility for maintaining and insuring
security on the property as well as
continuing improvements to the property.
Hampden’s Economic Development
Director Dean Bennett and City Manager
Susan Lessard are pleased to have the
partnership with LHT. President Tony
DeFeo stated that the easement ensures
ease of access to the Penobscot River for
citizens and visitors to our region. All of
the Board Members have visited and
toured the property before and after the
agreement on a regular basis.
Members attending the signing included
Tony DeFeo, Carol Cuddy, Sandy Johnson,
and Allan Tubbs. Most recently, Don
Phillips and Rebecca Childs visited the
property.

LHT Annual Meeting Held
The Annual Meeting of LHT was held at
Landfall Farm in Newburgh on September
27. President DeFeo called the meeting to
order. The stewardship requirements were
discussed and dates were set for reviews.
The Treasurer’s report was approved and
progress on the annual campaign was
discussed. A lunch followed the meeting.

Mail Address - P.O. Box 105; Dixmont, Maine 04932
website – www.landmarkheritagetrust.org

Phone - 207-234-2053
email - landmarkheritage@gmail.com
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Earth
Yesterday, bridge repair
stumbling, sinking
into darkness
deep dank mud
footholds
a sunken branch
a hummock of swamp grass.
Stuck, wiggling worming
a foot and leg out
reaching down to dislodge
cedar
lifting planks, grunting, laughing.
Home, I did not bathe
slept on white sheets
with the smell of earth mud
surrounding me.
Rebecca Childs, September 2014

Repairs Completed at Northern Pond
Northern Pond Natural Area had beavers take up
residence at the outflow of the pond on Thurlow
Brook, during the summer of 2013. They did some
major dam construction, which caused the water
level to rise in the pond and back into the first bog
bridge on the Old Tote Trail. The Monroe
Conservation Commission looked into three
alternative solutions to the problem: putting in a
beaver baffle, moving the trail network or raising
the bog bridges through crib work. Since winter
was approaching at that point, they realized the
decision could wait until the spring of 2014, and
any work could be done in the summer. In the
meantime a sign was placed at the trailhead giving
directions for an alternate route into the pond via an
old tote road that came out on Dahlia Farm Road.

Repaired bog-walk at Northern Pond. Sept 2014
R. Childs

In September, members of the Monroe
Conservation Commission and the Landmark
Heritage Trust added cribwork under the inundated
sections of the bog walk. That section of the trail
can now be actively used again.
Submitted by R. Childs
Thank you to all who worked on this important
project.
The work of that day inspired Rebecca Childs to
create the poem on this page.
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Stewardship
Stewardship is an important responsibility of Landmark Heritage Trust requiring an annual review of the holdings
for current condition and any unauthorized use or issues that may be impacting the easement. Stewardship walks
and activities for LHT occurred in October. The Stewardship Committee of Landmark Heritage Trust includes
Directors Allan Tubbs, Carol Cuddy, and Rebecca Childs. The property owner is always invited to attend, and any
member can participate in the Stewardship walks. Once each review is completed, the activities of the Stewardship
Committee are documented, and letters are sent by Vice President Allan Tubbs to land owners.
In order to gain the best view of the properties, the Stewardship Committee will do whatever it takes to make sure
of careful and accurate monitoring – the members hike trails and along brooks; walk down woods roads, through
brush, over rock walls and across farmed fields; kayak and canoe waterways; and walk rebuilt bog walks all with
the purpose of fulfilling an agreed upon responsibility to ensure that conservation property continues to meet the
requirements of the easement. Allan Tubbs may also take his plane up for a “fly-over” when an area is difficult to
reach on foot.
The following are the properties that were monitored and inspected for 2014. On Sunday, October 19, 2014, the
Committee walked the Conservation Easement at Hammond Pond, Hampden, ME ; the Cove Brook Easement at
150 Baker Road, Winterport, ME; and the Conservation Easement at Landfall Farm at 2885 Kennebec Road,
Newburgh, ME. This busy day of reviewing properties was followed on October 25 with a visit to the
Conservation Easement at Northern Pond Natural Area. The Monroe Conservation Commission walked the
property as well. The properties were found to be in compliance with the conservation easement agreement.
While stewardship can take up several days, the team reports that it is well worth the effort and fun!

In Remembrance of Ruth DeFeo
July 29, 1934 – May 21, 2014
About thirty years ago, Tony DeFeo and his wife Ruth purchased a 250 acre farm in Newburgh and moved
there to enjoy the beauty and charm of the area. The farm has a rambling farmhouse and a great old post and
beam barn connected in the typical Maine way – big house, middle house, little house, barn. Because they
wanted others to share the wonder of that special piece of property, they decided to put a conservation easement
on the property and started a land trust, becoming the founding members of Landmark Heritage Trust. They
encouraged friends and neighbors to form an active and committed board to help grow the holdings.
Ruth believed so strongly in the preservation of Landfall Farm because of her love for the beauty and healing
nature of the property. But the farm also inspired her artwork, and she brought her artistic talent and creative
view to the work of the Trust. Walking the fields and woods, she found the environment to be spiritual,
inspiring, and therapeutic; and she wanted her family and future generations to experience it as she had. We,
and future generations, owe deep gratitude to Ruth and Tony DeFeo for their vision and desire to conserve their
property for the future enjoyment of all.
This year, Ruth passed away, just a few months shy of her eightieth birthday. Rest in Peace, Ruth. We
promise to protect your beautiful Landfall Farm.

Mail Address - P.O. Box 105; Dixmont, Maine 04932
website – www.landmarkheritagetrust.org
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The Newest Addition -- Turtle Head Easement

Mapping the property with the help of Ciona
Ulbrich, Maine Coast Heritage Trust

Looking south, the beautiful Penobscot is joined
by Sucker Brook

Sucker Brook, a boundary that empties into the
Penobscot River

Cribwork from years gone by along the Penobscot,
an historic site worth a visit.

Photos by C. Cuddy
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MEMBERSHIP
Please fill out the renewal information below for another year of LHT membership. If you fill it out now, you will
save the LHT time, paper, and postage. We thank you for your continual support.
Membership Contribution
$ 5 ··························· Students & Seniors
$ 10 ··························· Individuals
$ 15 ···························· Family
$ 30 ··························· Business
$ 100 ·························· Donor
$ 250 ··························· Patron
$ 500 ··························· Benefactor

To volunteer time & expertise, please check
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Public Relations
Land Monitoring
Fund Raising
Planning/Research
Mapping/Marking/Existing Roads, trails etc.
Education
Sign Making

Remember that contributions are tax deductible

NAME:
ADDRESS:
TOWN:
PHONE:

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
__________________________ STATE & ZIP: ________________________________
__________________________ EMAIL: ____________________________________
Please make checks payable to the Landmark Heritage Trust, and send check to:
Landmark Heritage Trust
c/o Carol Cuddy, Treasurer
P.O. Box 105
Dixmont, ME 04932

