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This past year has been a significant one for LHT. We have received our third
conservation easement (almost 600 acres now protected) and have started our
annual fund raising campaign for increased operating funds. This new easement in
a third town confirms our position as a regional land trust. We are also into the task
of updating our policies and procedures to bring them up to the current standards of
the Land Trust Alliance accreditation requirements.

Galen Hamilton

The challenges ahead are large and include strengthening our organization through
increased membership and gaining additional publicity for the trust and the work
that we do. To this end we seek your ideas and efforts to build the membership and
find potential supporters.

Sandra Johnson

What can you do?

Tony DeFeo

Amos Kimball
Don Phillips
Allan Tubbs

1.
2.
3.
4.

Renew your membership each year.
Give generously to the annual fund raising campaign.
Help find new members.
Promote the trust and the work that we do. This is done mostly by talking to
others about our mission and why it’s important to support it.

I am extremely grateful for the support of all our members and the faithfulness of
the board members who keep plugging along year after year.
Sincerely,

Tony DeFeo
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS
The feasibility of developing a website was a topic on the agenda during the last Board of Directors meeting (September
17th, 2008). Discussion in favor included that a website could: (1) attract new members; (2) include information
ordinarily placed in the newsletter; (3) provide the means for others to download brochures; and (4) publicize our mission
by including timely photographs and relevant information regarding our holdings including maps. Discussion not in favor
included: (1) the cost of designing a professional-looking website, which may start at around $1000 but go well above
that figure depending on its contents; (2) the need to have somebody (preferably an LHT member) regularly update and
maintain it; and (3) a still unknown sense of whether our members want one, how many would use it, and if it would
leave some out in the cold. Consequently, the Board of Directors is seeking input from members, particularly those who
may have the skills to create a website for us or who may want to volunteer as LHT Webmaster. Please send comments
to Don Phillips (525-0930 or d_phillips@prexar.com ). The Board will consider each comment during future meetings.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Landmark Heritage Trust is a nonprofit corporation available to work in Carmel, Etna, Dixmont, Hampden, Hermon, Monroe, Newburgh, and Winterport to protect open space and the
area’s agricultural, scenic, historical, and recreational resources. We encourage conservation of natural resources by fostering environmental awareness through education and
preservation of open space through conservation easements, donations of land and other resources. Landmark Heritage Trust is open to everyone. We are always looking for new
members, especially people interested in helping by volunteering their time and expertise. All are welcome to attend our meetings to learn more about this local land trust.
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USING THE CONSERVATION

I

f you own land with important natural or historic resources,
donating a voluntary conservation easement (also called
conservation agreement) can be one of the smartest ways to
conserve the land you love, while maintaining your private
property rights and possibly realizing significant federal tax
benefits.
Intrigued? Want to hear more? Good. So we don’t go around
assuming, we’ll begin at the beginning by asking - So what is
a conservation easement?
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TAX INCENTIVE
•

It raises the deduction a donor can take for donating a
conservation easement from 30% of his or her
income in any year to 50%;

•

It allows qualifying farmers and ranchers to deduct
up to 100% of their income; and

•

It extends the carry-forward period for a donor to
take tax deductions for a voluntary conservation
easement agreement from 5 to 15 years.

A conservation easement is a legal agreement between a
landowner and a land trust that permanently limits uses of the
land in order to protect its conservation values. It allows
landowners to continue to own and use their land, and they
can also sell it or pas it on to heirs.

This is a powerful tool for allowing modest-income donors to
receive greater credit for donating a very valuable
conservation easement on property they own. For land trusts,
this translates to the possibility of protecting much more land
through the use of conservation easements.

Altruistic reasons for protecting land resources not enough of
an incentive for you to donate property to a land trust? And
what’s that phrase up above where it says “realizing
significant federal tax benefits”?

It is important to note that the incentive only applies to
easements donated between 2006 and 2009. The Land Trust
Alliance will work to make this change permanent, but as it
stands now it will expire at the end of 2009. For more
information, go to www.lta.org/policy/tax-policy .

Congress recently extended, through 2009, a federal tax
incentive for conservation easement donations that has helped
thousands of landowners conserve their land. Benefits
include:

Source: Land Trust Alliance (2008)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A special thank YOU goes to:
•

New LHT member, Malcolm MacDuffie, who contributed his time, energy, and fuel to mowing the Kennard
Road Trail. A great addition to our membership. Thanks again, Malcolm.

•

General Contractor James Tripp of Monroe, who contributed time, equipment, and gravel fill to improve the
access road into the Northern Pond Natural Area. See photos on page 3 of this Newsletter.

•

Jim and Cynthia Wheeler, who are taking a much deserved bit of time off from their long-standing work and
devotion to the Landmark Heritage Trust Board of Directors. Come back anytime you want.

If you would like to be on our e-mail notification list, please call Tony DeFeo 234-2053 or e-mail him at
landmarkheritage@cs.com .

October 22, 2008
7:00 pm, Board of Directors Meeting, Tony DeFeo
Residence, 2885 Kennebec Road, Newburgh. All LHT members welcome.
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Northern Pond Natural Area, Monroe

Thanks go to James Tripp, a Monroe resident, who took
initiative to deposit some badly needed gravel fill on the NPNA access drive. Before, people who wanted to enjoy a
carefree day hiking or kayaking at Northern Pond had to take on some risk of losing their vehicles in the mud if they tried
to drive in, not to mention causing erosional damage. The improvement is obvious and well appreciated by all who visit.

Photo taken in July, 2008

Photo taken in October, 2007

Deighan Property, Hampden

Allan Tubbs took some real nice photos in September while flying his airplane
over our newest holding. We thought we’d show two of them below.

The main woods road, north at top of the photo

Kennard Road Trail, Newburgh

Allan Tubbs at work on October 28, 2007

Looking east across the Souadabscook River.

Landfall Farm, Newburgh

Rebecca Childs hanging around, same date
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WHAT’S MY NAME?
Here it is - the second WHAT’S MY NAME mystery for all you plant sleuths out there. Rules are the same as last time. If
you can identify this plant, email the correct (or, at least a wild guess) name of this plant at ( d_phillips@prexar.com ).
Feel free to use common names, if you want. However, if several correct common-name responses come in at
reasonably close times, I will use, as a tie-breaker, the first to also include the correct binomial (i.e., its scientific Genus
and species name) to determine the winner. This plant can be found in popular field guides. Each featured plant is
relatively common, not some obscure plant that’s only found in the Amazon Basin or anything like that. And it can be
found growing in at least one LHT holding and may even have been photographed in one of our holdings. So, what’s in it
for you, if you provide the first correct response? You will win a specially engraved pen with the LHT name on it, AND a
2009 Daily Planner (to encourage participation, folks who submit incorrect names will get what’s left in stock of our 2008
Daily Planners).
Okay, so the author is once again bending the rules a bit since
this photo wasn’t taken at a Landmark holding. But it could
have been. You may think this plant looks vaguely familiar; if
so, use your intuition as a clue to naming it. Just know that
this plant was not growing in dry soils like that along
roadsides, which is where you have very likely seen its close
cousin. This photo was taken in Monroe on July 24th, 2007
growing on very poorly drained organic soils within a
floodplain such as those that may be found at the Northern
Pond Natural Area, Landfall Farm, or Hammond Pond at the
Deighan holding. Always look for this native, perennial
wildflower in a wetland, particularly a sedge meadow.
Companion plants may include sedges, similar to those grasslike plants surrounding our featured guy. More clues. Tear
any part of its rather fleshy leaves or break apart its stem and
you’ll see a milky sap come out of its veins. Just don’t
swallow it! It’s poisonous! This plant grows up to about 4
feet tall. It’s not particularly rare, but botanists still consider it
“uncommon” … although butterflies may wish it was more
abundant.
What’s my name?
ANSWER TO LAST EDITION’S WHAT’S MY NAME?
Congratulations go out to Landmark Heritage Trust member
and wildflower enthusiast Hope Bates of Abbot, Maine who
recognized the wildflower shown on the right as the longbracted green orchid (Habenaria viridis).
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